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featured a man plunging 30 feet into 
the water to join the seals from a 
pirate ship.

At Zoomarine there’s also a chance 
to get up close and personal with 
dolphins during a dolphin interac-
tion.

As well as learning more about 
dolphins, I was able to get in the 
water alongside them, stroke them 
and swim with them too. It was a 
wonderful and moving experience 
and one which I would highly rec-
ommend. 

Back at resort children are 
extremely well catered for at the 
Porto Pirata Club. Parents can use 
this area with their children for free 
or they can leave the little ones for a 
charge.

Here there are two large pirate 
ships which children can climb 
onto and explore and even pretend 
to steer the ship – my son loved this. 
There’s a racing track, sand pit, 
trampoline, bikes and a pool. There 

are also themed games for children 
too.

My husband and I opted to leave 
our two children for just a couple of 
hours while we enjoyed a massage 
at the spa followed by lunch 
together.

When we returned my one-year-
old daughter was fast asleep and my 
son didn’t want to leave – so it was a 
hit on both counts!

The main highlight of our stay was 
the glorious, spotless beach at the 
foot of the distinct orange and 
cream cliffs on the edge of the 
resort.

Reached by a glass lift and a 
wooden boardwalk – there’s a lot of 
steps which make it unsuitable for 
prams which can be left by the lift 
– it is breathtaking.

Other than your swimming suit, 
sunglasses and a book, you don’t 
need to take anything else with 
you.

Towels are dished out from a beach 

hut at the base of the boardwalk and 
there’s no charge for loungers with 
shades.

There’s also a beach club restau-
rant to enjoy a restaurant-style 
lunch, or you can head back up to 
the resort where lighter choices are 
available.

My son and daughter spent hours 
here playing in the sand and pad-
dling in the ocean as we relaxed as 

a family and soaked up the amazing 
views. There’s also the fantastic 
Mirador champagne bar perched of 
the dramatic cliffs overlooking the 
picturesque beach where you can 
enjoy a tipple and watch the sunset. 
Nothing was overlooked at this 
beautiful resort, which caters won-
derfully for families. 

It proved to be a memorable, luxu-
rious and relaxing retreat for us all. 

Sheer hols 
magic for 
Merlin fans 

Golfers have volcano to climb 

Log on for 
chance of 
a free stay

LOOK out all Merlin fans 
– following the premier of 
the new Merlin film The 
War of the Dragons and 
the resounding popularity 
of the BBC1 TV series 
Merlin, Canvas Holidays is 
launching Discover Merlin’s 
Magic sessions for summer 
2009. 

During these new 
sessions children can learn 
Merlin-style magic tricks, 
create magical art work 
and listen to stories of 
Camelot in games such as 
The Quest for Mortaeus. 

Budding Magicians can 
also follow in the footsteps 
of Merlin and King Arthur 
and visit the magical 
château at Pierrefonds. The 
château is the location for 
the popular children’s 
drama and only a short 
drive from the campsite. 

The parkland site of 
Berny Rivière is located in 
the grounds of an old 
Château and has two lakes 
for fishing and water 
sports. Guests can relax in 
a pool complex, visit the 
beauty centre or enjoy a 
meal at the on-site 
restaurant. 

For more information on 
Canvas Holidays, see 
www.canvasholidays.co.uk 
or call 0870 192 1159. 

US-BASED Kiawah 
Development Partners has 
started work on an 18-hole 
championship golf course on 
the island of St Kitts 
(pictured) in the Caribbean.  

It will form part of a new 
2,500-acre resort called 
Christophe Harbour which 

will also include a yacht 
marina as well as restaurants, 
shops, hotels, oceanfront and 
hillside properties and 
residential villas.

The course, created by Tom 
Fazio, is scheduled to be open 
for play in 2011. It will be 
built on top of a volcanic 

ridge and along an inland 
cove. The winds will influence 
shot selection in some holes. 

Planned over 250 acres, the 
par 72 course will be 7,250 
yards from the back tees. 

For sales inquiries and to 
request a brochure, visit 
www.christopheharbour.com

JURYS Inns Group is 
celebrating the launch of 
its new-look website by 
offering free overnight 
stays in any of its hotels. 

The first 1,000 customers 
to book a stay on www.
jurysinns.com will be in 
with the chance of winning 
one of 50 vouchers for a 
free night’s stay in a Jurys 
Inn of their choice. 

The website makes it 
easier to book a city centre 
hotel and claims to offer 
the best rates online.

It also features city 
guides and Google maps 
which demonstrate the 
group’s city centre 
locations, photographs and 
detailed information on 
each of the 23 hotels.

Each hotel has its own 
dedicated page that gives 
visitors a handy city guide, 
including a list of tourist 
highlights, a map of the 
city, weather forecast and 
information on special 
promotions with local 
attractions.

Jurys Inns has 17 hotels in 
the UK and six across 
Ireland, all in city centres.

GettingThere
Justine stayed at the Sheraton Algarve Pine Cliffs Resort. For ■■

more information visit www.monarch.co.uk and www.pinecliffs.
com. Two-bedroom apartments start from £380 on a b&b basis. For 
more details or to book visit www.luxurycollection.com/algarve. 

Justine travelled to Faro with low fares airline Monarch which ■■
offers flights from Birmingham, London Gatwick, London Luton 
(summer season only) and Manchester with fares, including taxes, 
starting from £48.50 one way £85.99 return. For more information 
or to book, visit www.monarch.co.uk

For more information on Zoomarine visit www.zoomarine.com■■

Luxury and  then some!  


